The 


QeLPORTER 
be Ki ¢ 


Gan Conicience’ Sake 


VOLUME XVII MAY, 


1960 NUMBER 5 





Point Four Youth Corps 
Study Gains Approval 


In signing the Mutual Security Act of 1960 
on May 14, President Eisenhower approved the 
Congress proposal for study of a Point Four 
Youth Corps. The bill, H. R. 11510, covers 
both Military and Economic Assistance. The 
study proviso comes withinthe sphere of tech- 
nical cooperation. 

Section 307 of the Mutual Security Act has 
been amended to provide that, ''The President 
shall arrange for a nongovernmental research 
group, university, or foundation to study the 
advisability and practicability of a program, to 
be known as the Point Four Youth Corps, under 
which young United States citizens would be 
trained and serve abroad in programs of techni- 
cal cooperation, Not to exceed $10,000 from 
funds made available ... may be used to help 
defray the expenses of such a study, "' 

This in essence provides for the action which 
Rep. Henry Reuss (D. Wisc.) sought in intro- 
ducing H. R. 9638, reported earlier (XVII, 2), 
however his billexplicitly spelled out questions 
which were to be investigated. Hopefully the 
study will be as broad as Reuss suggested and 
abide by his suggested time schedule of one year. 

The Point Four Youth Corps was one of the 
issues discussed in the Conference Report. 
Whereas the Senate included the study provision 
inits versionof H. R. 11510, the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee had endorsed the idea of 
such a program and expressed its intention to 
make itself the study of issues involved. 

Recently the NSBRO Consultative Council 
indicatedits generalinterest in the Reuss pro- 
posal since draft-age men would be affected by 
it and since it proposes work overseas similar 
in many respects tothat undertaken by several 
constituent bodies. However, there was con- 
sensus that the matter does not essentially 


concern the NSBRO in that it relates at this 
point neither to the draft nor to conscientious 


objection. 
Draft Letter Costs CO 


Senate Job 


Because of his involvement in the mailing of 
letters on the draft to 22,000 youthin the Wash- 
ington, D. C. area, 21-year-old William R. 
Martin was dismissed from his clerical job in 
the United States Senate. The Washington Young 
Friends, of which Martin is chairman, made 
the mailing as part of a campaign to make known 
the historic Quaker position in opposition to 
military duty. This campaign is in observance 
of 300 years of Quakerism. 

The mailing includedan appeal by Martin to 
consider the CO position, a copy of a letter to 
his draft board by another Young Friend, a post 
card to indicate further interest in conscientious 
objection, and a description of the CO film 
"Alternatives'' withan invitation to view it ata 
public showing. The ''Washington Post" gavea 
story about the mailing front page notice. 

After the newspaper report of the Young 
Friends' activity had been published the Repub- 
lican Senate Personnel Committee composed of 
Senators Bridges of New Hampshire, Margaret 
Chase Smith of Maine, and Butler of Maryland, 
met and asked Martin to resign from his $5500- 
a-year job because of his pacifist activities. 
Martin, who worked on Capitol Hill six years 
beginning at age 15 as a page, was assistant to 
the Minority Cloakroom Secretary. 

"After careful consideration and advice," 
Martin said in a formal statement, ''Ido not feel 
that Icould conscientiously submit my resigna- 
tion inasmuch as I have only followed the dictates 
of my conscience in what to me is a religious 
conviction, " 

Washington Quakers undertook an appeal to 
Vice-President Nixon on behalf of Martin be- 
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cause of Nixon's Quaker affiliation. Herbert 
Klein, Press Secretary for Nixon, said the 
Vice-President made a policy of not becoming 
involved in matters outside his jurisdiction. 
Martin and others made approaches toa number 
of Republican Senators in further attempts to 
avoid final dismissal. For the most part, they 
were sympathetic and did not object to his hold- 
ing pacifist views, but they did object if he 
expressed them publicly. Several were dis- 
turbed by the publicity in the press and were 
evidently concerned lestany support link them 
with Martin's views. 

The Friends pointed out that neither the letter 
nor the initial news story about the mailing 
identified Martin as a Capitol Hill employee. 
The latter stated only that he was a part-time 
George Washington University student. Fur- 
thermore, Martin and his friends point out, the 
letter to the youth did not advise them to evade 
the draft; it merely counselled them as to their 
right to the conscientious objector position. 

The letter urged the youth to ponder whether 
the thought of killing with a bayonet or bare 
hands or a bomb now nauseates them, for they 
would not be allowed to express any qualms of 
conscience about the things they do after they 
have put on a uniform. 

Initial response to the letter has not been 
overwhelming. However, several dozen young 
men did turn out to see the film and others have 
returned the post cards indicating further in- 
terestin the COposition. Ahandful have chosen 
the anonymity of the telephone toexpress their 
antagonism, 


Methodists Reavow CO Support 


Methodists for more than 50 years have been 
speaking out on social issues by way ofa creed. 
In the General Conference of early May 1960, 
the Social Creed of the Methodist Church was 
again studied and updated. The Christian and 
military service is one of the concerns of this 
creed, 

Recognizing that the Methodist Church holds 
within its fellowship some who sincerely differ 
in their view of Christian dutyin regard to war, 





the Social Creed goes on to say, ‘We ask and 
claim exemption by legal processes from all 
forms of military preparation or service for 
all religious conscientious objectors as for 
those of the historic peace churches, "' 

"We also recognize the right of the individual 
to answer the call of his government according 
to the dictates of his Christian conscience. We 
also recognize that non-violent resistance can 
be a valid form of Christian witness. In all of 
these situations members of The Methodist 
Church have the authority and support of their 
church, " 

Other policy statements on current matters 
of social concern were endorsed by the 1960 
General Conference, though not included in the 
more fundamental Social Creed. Of the draft 
the Conference said, 'We are deeply troubled 
by the general indifference tothe infringement 
of individual rights and freedom involved in 
compulsory military service.'' It urged that 
voluntary methods of recruitment be employed, 
Traditional Methodist opposition to peacetime 
conscription was reaffirmed. 

"Christians cannot complacently accept 
rights or privileges accorded to them because 
of their religious views but denied others equally 
sincere who do not meet a religious test, "' the 
General Conference saidin respect to the recog- 
nition of conscientious objectors. On the part 
of members they urged prayerful decision in 
regard to participation in war,'' and recognized 
the need of the church to render assistance to its 
CO's. At another point it was recommended 
that the Methodist Committee for Overseas Re- 
lief consider the possibility of establishing ser- 
vice projects overseas which would meet the 
Selective Service standards for alternative ser- 
vice work for conscientious objectors. 

It was urged that those conscientiously 
opposed to participation in war and military 
training not be required to take ROTC in colleges 
and universities. For Methodist church-related 
colleges and universities the>e was a special 
plea that the implications of military training 
in achurch-related institution be studied seri- 
ously. 
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CO Sentences Decrease in Number 


According to the annual report of the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons there were 138 prisoners 
under sentence for Selective Service Act viola- 
tions as of June 30, 1959, the end of the fiscal 
year. Ofthese, 6were religious objectors. Two 
were designated other objectors, which by defi- 
nition means "nonreligious pacifists and indivi- 
duals who appeared to have violated because of 
strongly held views on socialor political mat- 
ters."' (Four "other objectors" not included in 
the total were Youth Correction Act offenders. ) 
Jehovah's Witnesses and other draft law violators 
accounted for 81 and 49 persons respectively. 

Twelve religious objectors were released 
during the fiscal year, nine of them on parole. 
First offenders averaged sentences of 29.2 
months with an average of 13. 8 months being 
served, During the year reported the Federal 
Prisons received only three religious objectors 
and one other objectorfrom thecourts. By way 
of comparison, there were 29 religious objec- 
tors in this last category in fiscal 1955 and 8 
in fiscal 1957. 


S.S. Statistics Relate Class to Age 


Normally the Selective Service System head- 
quarters keeps track of registrants only by 
classification. One exception is the group of 
men from whom draftees are taken, that is, 
nonfathers 19 through 25 years of age. For 
these, monthly reports indicate the year of birth. 
Periodically, however, a one percent sampling 
of registrants is made for various statistical 
purposes, 

Recently some figures were published on the 
basis of the last such survey which apply to the 
3lstofJanuary, 1959. Percentage comparisons 
of classified registrants in two age groups give 
some hint of classification trends as the age 
level rises. 


CLASS Age 20 Age 24 
I-A and I-A-O, available 55,1 12.1 
I-C, inducted ae 3 x ae 
I-C, enlisted 14,9 11,2 
I-D, ROTC, NG and other 10,7 8.2 
II-S, student 2.5 2.0 
III-A, dependency 1,2 8.6 
IV-A, veteran 1,5 24. 3 
IV-F, rejected 9.9 23.8 


Cornparative figures for conscientious ob- 
jectors are not given, nor can it be assumed 
that the percentages would be the same, due to 








a number of factors. Forinstance, the service 
liability of the I-A can be discharged in more 


than one fashion, such as the draft or enlist- 
ments and reserve programs of varying lengths. 
The I-O is either drafted, or volunteers for a 
two-year period. 

The classes listed in the table correspond 
roughly to certain ones held byaCO. Thus, 
IV-A corresponds withI-W Released. Thereis 
of course no comparable category to the reserv- 
ist. Enlisted and inducted categories would in 
a general way cover the drafted and volunteering 
I-O's. 

Since practically no nonfathers escape the 
draft in Class I-Aatthe time they reach age 26, 
and since most men are drafted at aboutage 23, 
it seems likely that most of the available men 
in the 24 year group are fathers, and therefore 
under present rulingin a general category sub- 
ject tocall only after nonfathers age 19 through 
25 have been called. 


News Briefs 


Frank M. Satterwhite (Vol. XVII, No. 3), 
who became a conscientious objector while in 
the U. S. Army, was discharged from the mili- 
tary a number of weeks ago. However, his was 
an "undesirable" discharge. After several 
requests for discharge as a CO had been turned 
down, Satterwhite on March 2, 1960, informed 
authorities that he could no longer comply with 
military orders. Following a courtmartial 
sentence the discharge was finally granted. 

* * x 

The Women's International League for Peace 
and Freedom, amember of the NSBRO Consul - 
tative Council, is celebrating this year the 
Centennial of the birth ofits first president and 
leading spirit, Jame Addams. Her concerns 
for the people she labored to help at famous 
Hull House in Chicago led her into an increas- 
ing number of activities aiming at justice in 
human relations. Social action, civil rights 
and liberties and world peace were all part of 
a widening neighborhood in which she worked. 
A centennial committee is seeking to revive 
the memory of the life and work of Jane Addams 
(1860-1935). 

2 %* oa 

An Arizona YMCA Model Legislature in 
April passed as its first bill a measure to end 
compulsory ROTC, However, the measure was 
vetoed the next day by the mock governor, Neil 
Genda, Catalina High School senior, He said 
however, "I don't want to take ROTC myself, 
but it is necessary to the defense of the nation. 








No one would take it if it wasn't compulsory." 
The bill had passed by a strong vote of 83-21 
in the mock House and 32-1 in the Senate, and 
there was some anger among the high school 
solons. Some felt Genda reflected the attitude 
of several University of Arizona adult leaders 
connected with the mock legislature, for those 
persons have strongly favored compulsory 
ROTC, 


McGrath Sentenced in lowa 


Bob McGrath, convicted earlier this month 
of failure to report for induction, was sentenced 
to one year's imprisonment on May 19 in District 
Court at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. McGrath, a 
senior art student at the State University of Iowa 
and an active member of the United Church of 
Christ, followed regular draft registration 
procedure but gradually developed conscientious 
convictions against military duty. He had 
planned to make application for recognition as 
a CO, but last fall received aninduction notice. 
Also, his views had considerably changed. 

Because of objection to the spending of bil- 
lions of dollars for defense which could be used 
to help needy peoples, because he believes war 
does not solve problems but intensifies them, 
and because he believes the Selective Service 
System to be "based upon force, coercion, and 
pressure,'' McGrath decided to ''sever connec- 
tions'' with Selective Service and declared he 
would disregard any official communications 
from his draft board. He announced his inten- 
tion to refuse to comply with the induction order, 
and symbolically returned to the draft board 
the registration and classificationcards which 
he had received. 

At the time of his trial McGrath servedas 





his own counsel, but presented no defense. 
He pointed out in court thathis decision not to 
report for induction was not sudden or impul- 
sive. The judge informed him that he would 
have to bring this out by calling witnesses or 
by taking the stand himself. When informed 
that he would have to do this under oath he 
declined. 

Between the trial and the sentencing the 
probation officer assigned to McGrath made 
investigations into his background and the sin- 
cerity of his convictions. In response to ques- 
tions about a possible probation or work of an 
alternative service nature, McGrath said he 
was guite willing to do an equivalent of alter- 
native service if itwere not under the Selective 
Service. He indicated too that he would obey 
probation conditions if they did not require him 
to submit to induction, 

The judge did not feel justified in granting 
probation under these conditions. He sentenc- 
ed Bob McGrath to one year in jail. McGrath 
was immediately taken into custody by the U.S. 
Marshall, 


CONSCIENCE 


If country call to serve at all, 

And conscience will not let us kill: 
Though we be few which hold this view, 
Will our belief bring us to grief? 


No we are not "upon the spot." 

Our Country grand, doth understand. 

That we may serve without reserve. 

They therefore give, alternative. 
MCM 

(Submitted by a reader.) 
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